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Denmark Opts for OpenDocument Format 
Government Bodies to Send, Receive Documents in ODF By 1 April 2011

Washington, DC, January 29, 2010. The ODF Alliance today applauded the final decision of the 
Danish Parliament requiring the use of open standard document formats by all central government 
bodies. 

“Today's decision by Denmark reflects the growing specific demand and support for OpenDocument 
Format (ODF), especially among governments,” said ODF Alliance managing director Marino 
Marcich. “Open standards-based interoperability through ODF offers real value to governments in 
terms of choice of IT solutions, savings, and long-term access to data.” 

According to the parliamentary decision, beginning 1 April 2011 governmental authorities in Denmark 
will be obligated to be able to send and receive documents in formats included in a reference list of 
open standard formats. ODF is unique as the only editable format listed that fully satisfies the five-part 
“openness” criteria for open standards for document formats whose use will be obligatory in the public 
sector. PDF/A-1 is listed for non-editable published documents. The action today was taken in 
accordance with Danish parliamentary decision B103 of 2006 requiring the government to ensure that 
the use of information technology by the public sector is based on open standards. The requirement 
applies to new IT and software purchases and major updates, which must be expense neutral.

“Today’s decision will serve as a model for the many governments planning to put their open standards 
policies into practice,” added Marcich. “The ability to implement support for the format fully on 
multiple platforms is an important criterion that the Danish Parliament has added. Vendors should take 
note of the open standards-based interoperability that their customers, particularly in the public sector, 
are demanding.”

Eighteen national and eight provincial governments around the world have now officially endorsed 
ODF for document exchange. For a comprehensive list and description of pro-ODF government policy 
initiatives, see: http://www.odfalliance.org/resources/Adoptions-ODF-2010-Feb.pdf. 

About the ODF Alliance:

The OpenDocument Format Alliance is an organization of governments, academic institutions, non-
government organizations and industry dedicated to informing policy makers, IT administrators and 
the public on the benefits and opportunities of ODF.
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